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Hello Family Members!

With our program Science Fusion, we are studying ways plants and animals are interconnected and how living things meet their needs in different environments. We are also exploring how environments change. Our unit of study focuses on these Big Ideas and Essential Questions.


Unit 5 - Environments for Living Things
	Big Idea (a broad statement about the science topic we are studying)

Living things meet their needs in their environments. Environments change over time.
	Vocabulary

· environment
· food chain
· pollen
· adaptation

· resource

	Essential Questions (for exploring the Big Idea)

· How do plants and animals need one another?
· How do living things adapt to their environments?
· Can plants survive in different environments?
· How do environments change over time?
	


To stay up-to-date with our progress, ask about what’s happening in science class often. Talk about and use the unit’s vocabulary words whenever you can. 

To reinforce what we’re doing, try this activity with your child. 

	Your child is learning that plants and animals need one another and are adapted to live in their environment. Find examples on an Environment Walk.
· Decide on a route through your neighborhood, a nearby park, or other area where plants and animals live. 

· 
Make a game of pointing out the plants and animals you see.  Pause frequently to talk about how the plant or animal might meet its need for food, water, and shelter.
· Watch carefully to observe how the plant or animal may be adapted to the environment. 

· For example, how might the broad leaves of a tree help it survive? The pointed beak of a bird? The color of a squirrel?
· Use a notebook to keep track of your findings.
· Offer other family members a travelogue of your excursion!
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	Other activities you can do together are at the end of each lesson in your child’s science book. Look for the Take It Home! feature.


Go Digital!

There are also many exciting online resources available for Science Fusion, including Virtual Labs, Digital Lessons, Vocabulary Cards, and an Interactive Glossary. 

Log-on information is available.

I hope you and your child will take the time to have fun with science.
Username: first name and last intital (no spaces)

Password: eagle followed by their library number (no spaces)

https://www-k6.thinkcentral.com/ePC/start.do
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